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MINUTES. 


-Cuurcutown, CoLumBra Co., 31st, 1850, 
~ In compliance with resolution xxv1, of the fifty-fourth Synod of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Ministerium of the state of New York 


__and adjacent states and countries, the clerical members of the 
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Ministerium, and lay delegates from congregations, assembled _ 
this afternoon, (Saturday preceding the first Sunday in Septem- — 


_ ber, A. D. 1850). The meeting was held in conformity to no- | 
tices previously issued, in the Evangelical Lutheran Church of — 

Churchtown, Columbia county, N. Y., under the pastoral charge ‘ 

of Rev. J.C. Duy. The place appointed by said resolution ( Sad- 


dle River, N. J.) having been recently changed by the officers 
of the Ministerium, as the vacancy occasioned by the removal 


of the late pastor had not been <a six weeks before the oe 


‘Meeting. 


At 4 o’clock, P. M., services were held in the church, prepara- oe 


x tory to the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. A sermon was de- 


-_livered by Rev. C. W. Schaeffer, delegate from the Evangelical ic 


Lutheran Synod of Pennsylvania, on Psalm 17; 15. The rite of 
confirmation was administered, and the usual concluding exer- 


_ Cises were conducted by the pastor of the congregation, assisted 


_ by the president. 


In the evening, at half-past To o’elock, Rev. M. Mallinson Eee 


on 2 2: 25-26. 
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Sets: Ist, 1850. 


Divine service at half-past 10 o’clock, A.M. The 
president.of the Ministerium delivered the Synodical discourse, 


text, Coloss, 2: 10, The congregation united with the ministers — 


_ and lay delegates in partaking of the Lord’s Supper, which the 


of the Ministerium administered, by several 
brethren. 5 


In the afternoon, at 3 0 ‘clock, Rev. Charles F. Schaeffer & 3 


veal a discourse on Math. 16: 13-16. 


In the evening, at half-past 70 ‘clock, Rev. Dr. Poblman é 
livered a discourse on Psalm 81:10. 


Divine service was conducted in the en’, at ; half-past 10 q 


clock in the Mellenville church, by Rev. C. Riemensnyder; 


text, Math. 11: 28, and in the Rev. E. Deyoe; 
text, 1 Peter, 2: 


Hirst Sesston of the 
Moxpay Mornmxo, 9 0 ’clock, Sept. 2. 


According to previous notice, the clergymen and lay delegates 


assembled in the church at 9 o’clock, A. M., for the transaction 


» 


of business. The session was opened by the president, with —_ q 
Ing and prayer. 


The roll was called, and the lay aalagiaas presented. their cer- 


_ tificates of appointment. The following catalogue of the ministers. 


and delegates composing the body, exhibits the several changes < 
which were made in the list of members during the sessions, 
together with the action of the Ministerium in reference to absent — 
members, and was arranged at the close of the Synod. Those 
marked (A) were absent, with excuse; (B), absent without ex- 


cuse; (C), admitted during the sessions; (D), honorably dismissed - 


to other Synods, during the sessions; (E), licensed at the close 
of (F), ordained at the close of Synod. 
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~ Ordained Ministers. Post Offices. 
| Rev. P. F. MAYER, D. D.,. hiladelp 


2 A. Wacxeruaeen, D. D., 4, Clermont Columbia 
3 * J.W. STARMAN, 4 Waldoboro’, Mame. | 
4 “ G.B. Miter, D.D.,...... Hartwick Semi., Otsego Co., N. Y. 
5 “ H.N. Pontman, D. D., .... Albany, 

6 “ F.H. Guenraenr,......... Buffalo, N. 
7 HLA. Harunaa, Waddington, St. Lawrence Co., N. Y. 
8 “ W.D.Srroset, D. D.,.... Valatie, Columbia Co., N.Y. 

9 A. Rhinebeck, Dutchess Co, N. Y. 

(10 “ Mew Hampton, Hunterdon Co., N. J. 
A, Utlea, N.Y. 

12 “ C.Marrin,...........+++. 413 Broome st., New York city. 


144 J. Muncueiser, D........ Milwaukie, Wisconsin, 
15 W. F. North Boston, Erie Co., N. Y. 
16 “ W. Swarts, B............ Waddington, St. Lawrence Co. N.Y. 
17“ Dennten, 4 ........ Lyons, Wayne Co, N.Y. 
18 “ G. 179 Wood street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
19 “ F.W.Scumpt,..... .... Albany, N.Y. 
20 « E. German Valley, Morris Co., N. J. 
2 C.F. E. Stomuman,....... 165 Mott street, New York city. 
23 J. R. Keiser, 4D........ Schoharie, N. Y. 
_F. G. Mascnor, B........ Newark, 
J. Ersentorp, 4.........+ Fort Plain, N. Y. 
C.F. W. Recaensere,.... Syracuse, N. Y. 
C. F.Scuarrrer,.....---. Red Hook, Dutchess Co., N. Y. 
F. T. Winxetmann,......- Brooklyn, . 
W. B. Aska, 4.......... California. 
(C,H. Rondout, Ulster Co.,.N.Y¥. 
A, H.M. Hetp, B......... 198 Allen street, New York city. 
H.J. 4C....... 424 Greenwich street, Y. city. 


“ 
66 


WattermireE, C....... New Prospect, Bergen Co., N. J. 
Ruean, 4 Ghent, Columbia N.Y. 
C. A. Scuroer, F........ New London, Oneida Co., N. Y. 

Rare, Lancaster, Erie Co., N. Y. 
« C F........ Germantown, Hunterdon Co. N. J. 


M. C......... Ancram, Columbia Co., N.Y. 
“ W. Delegate of Synod of Pennsylvania, 
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Buenre, E......... Williamsburgh, Long Island, N. Y. 
“ A. Porprow, E Wilmot township, Wellington district, 

OD. Lewis Co., N. 


SES: 


Lay Delegates. From the Congregations of 


Mr. ANDREW Rev. C. A. Smith. 

HLH. « Dr. Wackerhagen. 

Henry Sraats,.......... “ C.F. Schaeffer. 

be STEPHEN SLOAT,.--- Waltermire. | 

Joun V. Meticx,.......-. “ Collins. 

Joun J. Lown, MM. Mallinson. 


W.. Scchazeffer of Germantown, Pa., was introduced and 
cordially welcomed as the delegate representing the E, Lutheran 
| — Synod of Pennsylvania. In conformity with the usage of the © 
—s two ecclesiastical bodies, his name was ordered to be placed on 
the roll as a full member of the Ministerium during the present 
annual meeting, by which act he was authorized to vote on all 
questions. 
Mr. John a of the Ghent congre- 
gation, Columbia CO., presented his credentials, and was recog- 
nized as a commissioner from said congregation. 
Rev. Messrs. S. W. Harkey and C. Riemensnyder, of the 
ag Maryland Synod; Rev. I. Sondhaus of the Pennsylvania Synod; — 
~ Rey. Messrs. M. Waltermire, R. Dedrick and H. Wheeler, of the 
Hartwick Synod; Rev. G. S. Collins, of the East Pennsylvania 
Synod; Rey. E. H. Buehre and A. Popplow, licentiates ad interim; 
_) ~~. and Rey. M. Mallinson, of the Methodist Episcopal Church, were 
#4 oe introduced and received as advisory members. 
| aa ae [At the regular election of officers in 1849, the following 
_ members were chosen, according to the constitution, for a period | 
of three years: 
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Rev. W. D. STROBEL, President, — 
The following committees, appointed in 1849, also remain a 


Examining Committee, for receiving applications for license, — 
&c.—Rev. Messrs. C. F. E. Stohlman, C. Martin, A. Wackerha- = 
gen, C. A. Smith, H. N. Pohlman, G. B. Miller,C.F. Schaeffer. 

Board of Education and Missions—Rev. Messrs. Pohlman, 
Wackerhagen, Miller, C. A. Smith, Schaeffer, Duy, Kempe, 
Stohlman, Martin, Wetzel, Deyoe, and Messrs. Engs, Schultz, 
J. Bartles, Fellows, H. J. Ochershausen, C. Groat, R. Williams... _ 

Executive Committee, appointed by the Board—Rev. Messrs. 

C. A. Smith, C. F. Schaeffer, J: C. Duy, C. Martin, H. N. Pohl- 
man, C. F’. E. Stohlman, and Messrs. Engs and B. Schultz.] 

The President read his annual report, which was accepted. a 
( See Alppendiz.) — ; 

On motion, it was —6waa 

(I) Resolved, That the peport be laid upon the 
ble, and that its contents be considered at a later stage of the a 
proceedings. 

(I) Resolved, That the linbiy sessions of this Synod commence 
in the morning at 9 0 ‘clock, and in the afternoon at half past 2 
o’clock. 

(III) Resolved, That the reading of the minutes 4 the Synod 
of the preceding year be omitted, and that said minutes be re~ _ 

ferred to a committee of three, with instructions to them 
_ to-morrow morning. _ | 

Committee.—Rev. Messrs. Martin and Wetzel, Mr. ‘nee 

Staats. 
The following were at the call of 


the President for communications directed to this Ministerium; 

: (a) A printed pamphlet entitled “ Plea for Hillsboro’ College 
and Seminary, by S. W. Harkey, A: M.” Referred to a com- 
mittee, consisting of Rev. Messrs. Pohlman, Neff and Siebke. — 
A letter from Dr. J, Morris of Baltimore, accom- 
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ee panied by a printed “ Appeal of the Executive Committee of the — 
- Home Missionary Society.” Referred to the same committee, 
-(c) A letter from the pastor and church council of St. J ohn’s 
church, Newark, N. J. Referred toa committee, consisting of 
Rev. Messrs. G. B. Miller and Guenther, and Mr. S. Sloat. 
_ (d) A letter from the Rev. E. H. Buehre and the church coun- 
cil of a German ‘congregation in Williamsburgh, Long Island, 
praying that the congregation which they represent be received — 
into connection with this body, and be under its care, 
Ministerium, on motion, 
(IV) Resolved, That this request be ain, and that the full 
connection of said with this Ministerium be hereby 
declared and acknowledged. @ 
_(e) Various copies of minutes of sister Synods referred to a 
committee, of Rev. Messrs. Deyoe, Collier and Rechen- 
) A copy a of German Lutheran pre- 
~ sented by the delegate. of the Pennsylvania Synod. Referredto — 
a committee, os of Rev. Messrs. G. B. Miller, Guenther 4 
-and Kempe. 


Absent M 


Secretary w was to call the names of mem- 
bers; various written apologies were read. The results of the 
action of the Synod are partially exhibited in the foregoing cata- 

logue of members; the cases reserved for special action are the 
following: The letters respectively sent by Rev. Messrs. Veil, 


-Dennler and Held, were referred to a Ministerial session, to be 
held after the Synodical session to-morrow morning. The Presi- 
dent was directed to inform Rev. Mr. Sharts that this body regard 


oe continued absence from its regular annual meetings with dis- 


approbation, and that a perseverance in this course may, on a fu-_ 

ture occasion, be regarded as contumacy, and lead to the erasure 
of his name from the list of members. 

The parochial reports.were presented; their contents are ar- 

ranged i in the following Tabular View and Additions. The names — 

of members who have no pastoral charge (teachers in academies, : 

: &c.), or who furnished no parochial report! are 
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munion: 


Partaken of the 
der other 
cumstanres 


Admitted from 
other churches, 


Lord’s supper. 


Withdrawn un- 


Deaths of mem. 
bers. 


Infants. 
ults. 
Confirmed. 


G. B Miller, > - oe 
| Ww. D. Strobel, . - 

F. E. stohiman, oe - ~ - 

* C. Rechenberg, 
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"Additions. 


The following remarks were “appended to the 
parochial reports of those whose names are respectively prefixed: 


Wackerhagen: “A severe and protracted illness has‘pre- 
-vented me from attending to my pastoral duties for a long period; 


hence, too, I have not made any collections for the Home Mis-_ 


a sionary and Education funds of our Ministerium. | Rev. Dr Lint- 
ner has made some collections i in my charge i in aid of the Foreign : 


Missionary cause.” 


$8100; tc the Parent Education Society of our church, $ 105-50; 


to our Foreign Missionary Treasury, $60, of which $36 were 
contributed by the Sunday School; to the English church of © 
Washington, D. C., $100. We are also a ‘student 
who is preparing for the ministry.” 
Rev. J. C. Duy: “ During the past year collection to a con- 
siderable amount have been taken in aid not only of our own in- 
_ stitutions, but also of the Am. Tract and Bible societies ; of the 
_ latter my congregation has recently made me a life member.” 
Rev. P. F. Dennler: “ During the past year my congregation — 
at Lyons purchased a large church edifice, which v was s consecrated — 


March 7, 1850.” 


Rev. E. Deyoe: The expenses occasioned by our 
parsonage have been fully ane and Wwe are now entirely free 
from debt.” 


Rev. C. Martin: “ My congregation gave to the society for a 
the promotion of collegiate and theological education at the west, — 


Rev. C. F. E. Stohiman: “ Collected Foreign Missions, 


$130, of which $30 were paid by the Sunday S School; $50 for 
the Bible Society; $500 for the poor.’ . 
Rev. C. F. Schaeffer: “ In addition to various collections for — 


benevolent purposes, and a box of clothing for the Home Mis- 
sionary Society, valued at $25, the Female Missionary and Edu- 


cation society appropriated $46°52 to a beneficiary.” 


After the presentation. of the parochial reports, the Treasurer 
read his annual repatt which was and, together with 
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the accompanying accounts, referred to an auditing committee, 

consisting of Rey. G. Neff, and Messrs. R. Williams and W- 
Pultz. | 

“Contributions from the pastors and congregations, for various 


purposes, were paid to the Treasurer. The details are embodied 
in ne following table. 
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: Contributions. 
Rev. H. N. Pohiman, | 300 
Ebenezer Church, . {$500 1835 00 |$25 00 
Rev. A. Wackerhagen, 300 
Germantown and Livingston Church, “3 00. 4 50 
. | 300 | 
Mayer, .. 5 00 3 00 
Rev. G. B. Miller, : - | 200 300 
Hartwick Seminary Church, . . 
@eeromown Church, . 500 t | 
Rev. Mr Mulheiser, 3 00 
Zion’s Church, Rochester, . | 20 00 
A Friend, | 20 00 
E. Deyoe, | 3 00 
German Valley Church, Se | 
Rev. Mr. Siebke,_ . | 3 00 
Ellenville Church, Ulster Co, . 2 01 
Buffalo Church, . ‘ “15 00 | 
Rev. Mr. Weizel, . 3 00 
Rev. Mr. Rechenberg, | 3 00 
Rev. Mr. Dennler, : : . | 100 |ggo00 | 200 2 00 3 00 
Lancaster Church, Erie County. 2 00 
Rev. Mr. Schroer, ‘ x 3 00 
ram u | § 81 | 
Rev. Mr. Wheeler, . | 3 90 
Pennsylvania Synod, Streit’s legacy,. 50 00 
A. Smith 3 00 
ThirdChurch, . 500 | 
‘Wurtenberg Church, 5 00 
Adjourned. ‘Session ‘closed with prayer by. Rev. Dr. ‘Mayer. 
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Sessfon ot the Spnov. 


Monpay Half-past 26 clock. 


Prayer by Rev. J.C. Duy. 
The minutes of the morning session were read and approved. 


Appeal of the H. M. ‘Society. 


‘The « committee appointed this morning to _report on Dr. Mor- 
ris’ s letter &c., presented the following report: 


The committee appointed to prepare a minute on the “ Appeal 
of the Executive Committee of the Home Missionary Society,” 
report, 

That we hive been highly gratified with the zeal and spirit 


-~ manifested by the officers and members of said society, and that 
we hail them as efficient co-adjutors in the great work of supply- 
ing the destitution of those who, in our own land, are perishing 


for lack of the bread and water of life. We reconamned that 
their appeal be read before en and that the following TeSO- 


jutions be adopted: 


[V.] Resolved, That, in view of the destitution within the 


bounds of this Ministerium, as well as of the importunate claims” 


made on our Home Missionary treasury, we find it advisable to 
operate through our own Executive Committee, 


(VI.) Resolved, That if it be deemed desirable, we are willing ' 


_ to make a report of our proceedings to the Home Missionary 
‘Society, so that an aggregate of the whole of the operations of 


the church may appear in its reports. — 
Respectfully submitted, : 
HENRY N. POHLMAN, 
GEORGE NEFF, 
C,H, SIEBKE, 


The “Appeal” which was agreeably to the recotnmiend- 
ation of the committee, was heard with deep interest; ; the whole 
‘two resolutions, was adopted. 


President's Report. 


The second reading of the President’s annual report. was con 


_menced, agreeably to resolution (I,) for the purpose of considering 
the several portions which required the special action of this body. 
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(a.) That portion which related to the decease of Rev. G. H. 


Miller, Assistant Professor at Hartwick Seminary, was referred 


to a committee, with instructions to prepare resolutions expressive 


of the general sense of the members of this body apeenng the 
loss sustained by the death of our brother. __ 


Committee: Rev. Messrs. C. A. Smith, Duy and Ww oak: 


(b.) Those portions which relate to Rev. Messrs. A. Popplow 


and E. H. Buehre, Licentiates ad interim, and to Mr. W. Wolff, 
were respectively referred to the Misjsterium. 

(c.) That portion which related to the Ministerial council, 
assembled to investigate the. case of G. id Lewis was referred 
to the Ministerium. 


(d.) That portion which related to the request of the N pwalk 


congregation, for permission to withdraw from all connection : 
with this body; having been read, the committee to whom a let- 
ter from said congregation had been referred during the morning 


session, presented the following report:: 


Your committee, appointed to examine the letter from the 
German congregation at Newark, respectfully report, _ : 
That they consider the letter to be highly offensive in its lan- 


guage and spirit; they recommend that, either no further notice 
e taken of it, or that this body seriously rebuke the writers and | 


their associates for the unbecoming conduct of which they have 
been guilty. G. B. MILLER, 
GUENTHER, 
S.SLOAT. 


The report was adopted, the reading of the letter demanded 


and granted, and it was 
(VIL) Resolved, That Rev. Messrs, F. W. Schmidt and H. N. 
Pohlman be appointed a committee, with instructions to answer 
the letter from the German congregation of Newark, explain 
anew to them the terms on which they can retain possession of 
their church edifice, and reaffirm the fruitlessness of any attempt 


on the part of said congregation to withdraw, in a ainonaerty 


manner from connection with this Ministerium. 


(e.) That portion which related to the Waldoboro’, Maine, | 
congregation and its pastor, Rev. J. W. Starman, together with 
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the correspondence presented by the President, was referred to 
the Executive Committee of the Synodical Board of Education and 
Missions, with instructions to commission one of their number to 

visit Waldoboro’ for the purpose of ascertaining fully the pre- 

sent position and the prospects of said congregation: if, on further 

consideration they believe this course to be expedient. 

The consideration of the President’s report was arrested by a 
motion for adjournment; the motion was temporarily suspended, 
and Rev. C. A. Smith applied for permission to be absent — 
the remaining sessions of Synod, which was granted. — 

Adjourned, Prayer by Rev. C. W. Schaeffer. 


Wi dows’ Fund. 


_... Immediately after the adjournment the Trostees of the Wid- 

_- ows’ Fund called a meeting of the subscribers. The annual re- 
‘port was read, and agreeably to usage, is appended to the 
minutes. 


Sept. 2, 1850. 


ae missionary meeting appointed for this evening, on which 
occasion several addresses would have been delivered, was ne- 
cessarily postponed, owing to an unusually violent storm which 
prevailed during the afternoon and evening. 


Session of the 


-Turspay, (Sept. 3), 90 ’clock, M. 


Prayer by Dr. M iller. Roll called. Minutes read and ocaiii 
Rey. A. T. Geissenhainer, of the Pennsylvania Synod, was In- 
troduced and received as an advisory member. 


The late Rev. G.. H. Miller. 


- The committee appointed to prepare resolutions in 1 reference 3 
to the death of Rev. G, H. «Miller, submitted the following which 
were 
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~ Whereas, it has pleased o our Heavenly Father, i in his mysteri- 


‘ous but wise Providence, to remove from this world, our young 
and esteemed brother, the Rev. George Hazelius Miller, whose 
talents, acquirements and piety gave promise of great future use- 
fulness, and whose early departure has buried many high hopes 
as well as sundered many fond ties, therefore be it 


(VIII) Resolved, That it becomes us to bow in humble and 


uncomplaining submission under this afflictive event, regarding it 
as the dispensation of that infinitely wise and merciful Bein 
who does all things well and whose purposes, though often hid- 


- den, all constitute a part of the same great plan of Infinite Benevo- 
lence. 


(IX.) Resolved, That we regard this event as another call upon 
those who remain, to engage with renéwed wa. in the ser- 


vice of our Divine Redeemer. 7 
(X.) Resolved, That we extend to the bereaved friends hie as- 


surance of our warmest sympathy, and of our earnest hope that — 
their strength may be equal to their day, their consolations abun- : 


dant, and their mre of reunion firm and sure. 
submitted, 
CHARLES A. H, 
A. WETZEL. 


Mii of the last Synod. 


committee appointed by resolution (Ir), reported as follows: 


The committee on the proceedings of the Synod of 1849, re- 


spectfully report that they do not find any items of unfinished — 


business, &c., in the minutes of the last annual meeting, that call 
: for the action of this Ministerium. 
CHAS. MARTIN, 
A. WETZEL, — 
HENRY STAATS. 


of Delegates to Sister Synods. 


Rey. E. ‘Deyoe, who had been appointed delegate from this 


body to the Hartwick Synod, and Rev. Dr. Mayer, delegate to 


the Synod of Pennsylvania, reported that they had attended the 


annual meetings of the synods which they had been respectively 


commissioned to visit, that they had been cordially received, and 
that they had been exceedingly gratified by all the proceedings 


which had attended. concluded by the 
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hope that_the correspondence and good understanding existing 
- between our own and these bodies might be perpetual. — 
~The consideration of the President’ s Annual was Te- 
sumed. 

(Cf) In reference to thee portion which related to the betes 

organization of our churches, &c.,”” it was 
(XI.) Resolved, That a committee, consisting of three members, 
. be chosen by ballot, whose duty it shall be to prepare a system 

of church rules or by-laws, suitable to be proposed for the govern- 


. ment of our congregations, and the more easy and prompt ad- 


‘ministration of their temporal and spiritual interests, and that 
such system of rules or r by-laws be submitted to the Ministerium 
at the next annual meeting. a 
The following committee was elected: Rev. Dr. M ayer, Rev. 
Ree pa Stohlman, Rev. W. D. Strobel. 

: (XIL.) Resolved, That the President’s annual report be adopted, 
and appended to the minutes. : 


H Se eminary. 


The committee on Hartwick Seminary ae their annual 
report, which was pepiel, and ordered ‘to be — to the 
‘minutes. 


Conferences, $e, 


‘The subject of dividing the Ministerium into Conferectie: and 
commending to them the care of our vacant congregations, was 
introduced. After a full discussion, it was 

(XIII.) Resolved, That a committee be appointed, with in- 
structions to investigate the different modes in which the terri-— 
tory embraced within the bounds of this Ministerium might be_ 
subdivided into Conference Districts, in order that more frequent 
meetings of neighboring members may be held, a spirit of piety 
in our churches be nourished, and the interests of Home and 
Foreign Missions be advanced; to devise means by which the 
wants of our vacant congregations may be more appropriately 
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to submit a report on the whole subject at the 
next annual meeting of this Ministerium. 


Committee.—Rev. Messrs. C. F. Schaeffer, H. N. Pohlman and 


F, W. Schmidt. 


German Hymn Book. 


The committee on the German Hymn Book, presented by the 
delegate of the Pennsylvania Synod, reported as follows: — 


Your committee appointed to report upon Hymn 
Book, published under the auspices of the Synods of P i Sh 


nia, New York and West Pennsylvania, recommend the adoption 
of the following resolution: 


(XIV. ) Resolved, That we believe the prepared un- 


der the auspices of the Synods of Pennsylvania, New York and 
West Pennsylvania, to be decidedly the best collection of hymns 
in the German language current in the United States; and that 
we view with decided “disapprobation. the surreptitious. attempts 
made in some quarters to introduce other hymn books into our 
churches, while we recommend to them to adopt as early as pos- 
the book authorized said Synods. 


F. GU ENTHER, | 
The whole report was adopted. | 


Delegotes to General Synod. 


‘The delegates from this Ministerium to the Synod, 


held in Charleston, 8. C., submitted the following which 


was adopted: 


- The delegates to the General Synod report, that we were re- 


aed at Charleston with all that hospitality and kindness by 
which the sunny south is characterized. The business before 


Synod wus conducted in a spirit of brotherly love; and we believe 


that the meeting can not fail to exercise a favorable influence 
pen the interests of the church. As the proceedings have been 


ready published and extensively circulated-among the ministers. 


of our church, we deem it accep to refer in detail to the 
‘Tansactions of Synod. | 


3 


G.B. MILLER, - 
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Hillsboro’ College and Seminary. 


The to whom the “ Plea, &c,” by Rey, 
S. W. Harkey, had been referred, presented the following report; 


The committee appointed to prepare a minute in relation to 
the communication of the Rev. S. W. Harkey, report that said 
communication contains a Plea for Hillsboro’ College and Semi- 
nary; and as said institution can not but exert a powerful influ. 
ence upon the interests of our church in the valley of the Missis- 
sippi, we would recommend that the Rev. Mr. Harkey have an 
opportunity during the present session of presemting | its claims te 
the consideration of this Ministerium. 

H. N. POHLMAN, 


_G. NEFF, 


C. H. SIEBKE. 


The report was adopted, and it 


(XV.) Resolved, That Rev. Mr. Harkey be inci to address 
‘the Ministerium on the subject to which the report of the com- 
“Inittee refers. 
Agreeably to this Rey. Mr. Harkey made an ex- 
tended statement in reference to the institution for which he i Is 
agent, and- presented many striking facts, which tended to 
show that the establishment and complete endowment of Hills- 
boro’ College and Seminary are objects of the utmost importance, 
After he had concluded, the following resolutions were propose 

adopted: 
(XVI. ) Resolved, That we ~— heard with ed interest the 
statements made by the Rev. Mr. Harkey, i in reference to the 
‘great west, and to the influence which the Hillsboro’ institution 
is designed to exert in : supplying the wants of our own Zion in 
that region. 

(XVIL) Resolved, That the pressing wants of the great wes- 
tern field claim the | active ayoypethies, of the church i in the east- 

(XVIIL) Resolved, That we recommend Rev. S. W. Harkey to 
‘the churches within our bounds, and express our sincere desire 
that they may liberally promote the interests of the institutior 
which he 
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Minutes of Sister Synods. 


The committee on minutes of Synods presented the annexed 


report, which was adopted: 
Your committee, appointed to examine the minutes of sister 
Synods placed in their hands, having discharged the duty as- 


> 


signed to them, submit the following report: = = | 

(a.) The minutes of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of South 
Carolina and adjacent states. This body assembled on the 10th 
day of last November in Lexington district. The officers are 


Rey. W. Berly, Pres.; Rev. J. F. W. Leppard, Sec’y; Mr. John ~ 


Raugh, Treas. This Synod embraces 46 ministers, about 50 


congregations and 3000 communicants. The members are zea- 


lously engaged in urging forward the benevolent operations of 
the church. Their attention has been particularly directed to the 
subjects of Education and Missions. ee 


(b.) The minutes of the English Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
of Ohio. This body assembled at Ashi 


and. ~The officers are 
Rey. G, Leiter, Pres.; Rev. W. C. Ham, Sec’y. The minutes 
furnished the following statistics: 30 ministers, 74 congregations, 


2669 communicants. These brethren are enlarging their boun- 


daries, forming new congregations, and building churches, with 


commendable zeal. They bestow much attention on the institu- 


tion in Springfield, and are deeply interested in Home Missions 
and in the Education cause. es 


(c.) The minutes of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Penn- 


sylvania, The last annual meeting of this body was held in 
Pottsville, commencing May 26th. Our delegate, Rev. Dr. 


Mayer, was cordially received; the Rev. J. W. Richards was 
appointed delegate to this body, and Rev. C. W. Schaeffer, alter- 
nate. The officers are Rev. J. W. Richards, Pres.; Rev. J. Eyer, 
Sec.; Rev J. C. Becker, Treas. This Synod embraces 75 min- 
isters, 243 congregations, 99 parochial schools and 31,584 com- 


municants. The contributions of these brethren to benevolent _ 


purposes have been very liberal. 


_ (d.) The constitution of the German Evangelical Church Union | 
tn Ohio and the adjacent states. This document contains no 


synodical proceedings. It is signed by ten clergymen, as mem- 


bers of the Union. The following are the names of the officers: _ 


Rey. W. B. Rally, Pres.; Rev. J. W. Abele, Sec’y; Mr. J. Ris- 


Ser, Treas. 


Rev. Messrs. Deyoe and Winkelman asked the Synod to re- — 
Jease them from the duty of further attendance at its session. 
Permission to withdraw was granted. 
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The minutes of the Evangelical Synod of 
| ginia. The twentieth annual convention of this body was held 
in Madison, May 17-21, 1850. The officers are Rev. J. P. Cline, 

 Pres.; Rev. J. Campbell, See’ ys Rev. T. Miller, 77reas. This 

‘Synod embraces 18 ordained ministers and 5 licentiates. They 
report 40 congregations, 2572 communicants. e 

Your committee have not attempted to give other statistical 

_ reports, e. g. Baptisms, &c. since so few Synods appear tu have 
transmitted to this body their -minutes for the current year, that 
= _ sueh details would still have been imperfect, and they regret that 
the minutes of several Synods which we are always happy to | 
oe receive, have not been placed in their hands; none have, as far 
_as their knowledge extends, arrived from the west Pennsylvania, 
Maryland and other Synods, to all of which our own minutes are 
regularly sent. Your committee beg leave to offer the following” 
resolution: 
(XIX. ) Resolved, That it is highly gratifying to this body to | 
receive the minutes of our sister Synods, that we request said 

__ Synods to regard the regular transmission of copies of our own 
minutes as an expression of our continued desire to maintain a | 

friendly correspondence with them, and that the reception of one | 
or more copies of their minutes will always be ren! ace 


DEYOE, 
COLLIER, 
C. F. W. RECHENBERG. | 


Adjourned, Prayer by C. F. 


Fourry Session of the 


Prayer by B Rev. C. Martin. Minutes of the morning session 
Rey. N. H. Cornell of the Hartwick Synod, and Ret Mr. Van 
‘Wyck of the Refortned Dutch Church, were ‘introduced and re- 
ceived as advisory members. 


Auditing Committee. 


‘The Anditing Committee presented the following report, which 
adopted: 
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The committee appointed to examine the Treasurer’s accounts — 
respectfully report, that they have attended to the duty assigned 
to them, and find the accounts, &c. to be correct, and that a bal- 
ance remains in the Treasurer’s hands in favor of — amount~ 
ing to cseeceStiata dollars and six cents. _ 

G. NEFF, 


R. WILLIAMS. 
P. PULTZ. 


The next Annual M ceting. 


‘That this Ministerium to 
by ballot the place in which the next Synod shall be convened. 

_ Invitations were presented to the Ministerium by the congre- 
gations of Ghent, Columbia Co, N. Saddle Hirer, N. and 
The election inated in ‘the appointment of Saddle River, 
Bergen Co., N. J., as the place in which the fifty-sixth Synod of 
_ this Ministerium shall be held. And it was on motion, 

(XXI.) Resolved, That the next annual meeting be held in 
the Lutheran church at Saddle River, on the Saturday preced- 
ing the first Sunday in September, A. D. 1851 (Sept. 6). 
-(XXIL) Resolved, That 500 copies of our minutes be on 
and distributed i in the usual manner. 


Delegates to other Synods. 


er Dr. Strobel was appointed delegate to the Rraseeiiea) 
Lutheran Synod of Pennsylvania, (Allentown, Trinity Sunday, 
June 15, 1851). Alternate: Rev. C.F. E. Stohlman. Rev. Dr. 
‘Miller, delegate to the Hartwick Synod, 8, 
nate: Rev. F. W. Schmidt. 

The Missionary and Education interests were discussed, and 
important statements respecting their present position were made, : 
but the lateness of the hour arrested the discussion before any 
appropriate-resolutions could be framed and adopted; the general 
sense of the Ministerium having been expressed, the Executive — 
Committee was directed to continue the operations in which it 
was engaged. 
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Rev. F. Ww. Schmidt was appointed to prepare an abstract ¢ 
the proceedings of the present annual meeting in the Germa 
-Janguage, and transmit it to the Lutheran Kirchenbote for pub 


lication. 
(XXIII) Resolved, That the thanks of this Ministertam b 
“ecseniad by the President at the close of the services this even 
- ing, to the members of this congregation and to other Christiar 
- friends, for the kindness and oe extended to us all, during 
| the present-meeting. 
The business of this body having transacted, the pro- 
i — ceedings were closed. Previous to the dismission of the lay dele. 
gates, all the members united in singing a hymn; after whick 
the President addressed the Throne of Grace i in prayer. 


t 
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Sessions. 


morning, (Sex 2,) half past 11 o'clock 


The Rey. Messrs. Schroer Knapp sub 
mitted their journals, and several sermons and essays, for th 
inspection. of the Ministerium. The manuscripts were placed | i 
the hands of the Examining Committee. ite 
~ Rev. Mr. Schlueter, licensed candidate, whose engagements a 
-. teacher had prevented him from preparing similar papers, wa 
-* excused, and his application for a renewal of the license whic 
been given to him for one year, was referred toa 
meeting. | 
Rev. M. an of the Hartwic 
Synod, submitted letters of honorable dismission from said Syno 
and made application to be received as a member of this Minis 
terium, recently taken charge of within it 
bounds. 
Resolved, That the Secréfury. place the name of Rev. 
Waltermire ¢ on the roll, as a member of this nery: 
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Rew. Prof. I. iat, an ordained of the Hart- 
— wick Synod, now residing within the bounds of this Ministerium, 
made application, by letter, to be received as a member of this 
Ministerium, and transmitted letters of honorable dismission 
from the Hartwick Synod. 
(IL) Resolved, That the Secretary nlabash the name of the Rev. | 
H. I. Schmidt on the roll, as a member of this body. | 
Rey. G. 8S. Collins, a licentiate of the East Pennsylvania Sy- 


nod, submitted letters of honorable dismission from said Synod, 


and made application to be received as a member of this Minis- 


 terium, taken of congregations within its 
bounds. 


G. S. Collins on the roll, as a member. of this body. 
Rey. M. Mallinson, of the Methodist Episcopal Church, pre- 3 
sented letters of honorable dismission, &c., applied for admission 
- into the Evangelical Lutheran Church, and, as a minister of the 


ig made application to be received as a _ member of this 


His cicliastion credentials, &e., were referred to the Examin- 
- ing Committee, with. instructions to said: Committee to hold. a 
‘theologicial colloquium with him, and. the result to this 

Ministerium. 


_ Adjourned. Prayer by Rey. Mr. Guenther. 


Seconp Ses SSION. Afternoon, past 5 o’clock. 
Prayer by Rey. F. W. Schmidt. 


Minutes of the morning session read and areal 3 
Rev. Messrs. Knapp and Collins, licensed candidates, applied 

to this Ministerium for ordination. The Examining Committee 
Was directed to hold a theological colloquium with them, and 
the result to this body. 
Applications for licensure were through different 
members, by Messrs. E. H. Buehre, W. Wolff, A. Popplow, and D. — 
Stahlschmidt. These applications were referred to the Examin- 


(UL) Resolved, That the Secretary place the name of the Rev. p 
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oe ing Committee, with instructions to subject the applicants to the 
usual examination, and report the result to this body. 
— Tuesday Morning, Sept. 3, half 11 o'clock 
| aa _. Prayer by Rev. Mr. Harkey. Minutes read and approved. 
|) i That portion of the President’s Annual Report which related 
—  .% the Ministerial Council held in the case of G. W. Lewis, hay- 
eS _ ing been referred to the Ministerium, the President made a state- 


_ ment of the whole case, and presented sundry documents relating 
to it. The members of said Council had assembled in the Ghent 
- church, on the 10th of April last; after having very fully and 
impartially investigated the case, and heard all the evidence, 
they unanimously adopted a resolution expressive of their con- 
-viction that he had been guilty of grossly immoral conduct. The 
_ result was, according to their sentence—his expulsion from this 
| body, and his deposition from the ministry. 
‘After all the facts in the case had been carefully considered, 
it was 
(IV.) Resolved, That the action a said Ministerial Counc 
receive the entire approval of this Ministerium, and that the sen- 
tence passed in reference to G. W. Lewis be hereby ratified. — 
The written apologies transmitted by Rev. W. F. Veil, for his 
repeated absence from the annual meetings of this body being 
deemed unsatisfactory, and his present circumstances —. im- 
perfectly known to the Ministerium, it was | 
(V.) Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 
- the case of Rev. W. F. Veil, and that they present a detailed 
report at the next annual meeting. = 
Committee: Rev. Messrs. Wetzel, Kempe and Rechenberg. 
: The written apologies transmitted by Rev. P. F. Dennler, fo1 
| ZZ his repeated absence from the annual meetings of this body, as 
well as the circumstances in which his congregation in Lyons, 
Wayne co., is placed, being of a nature which required furthe 
| investigation, it was 
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(VI ) Resolved, That Rev. Messrs. Rechenberg and Wetzel be 
hereby directed and authorized to visit the Lyons congregation, 
to take such measures for the promotion of its highest interests, — 
as the circumstances may suggest, and to report the result of their 
proceedings at the next annual meeting. 
The written apology for absence transmitted by Rev. A. H. M. © 
q Held, having been re-submitted to the Ministerium, it was == 
(VII) Resolved, That the letter of Rev. A. H. M. Held does 
ict afford sufficient grounds to this Ministerium for ere. his | 
absence, and that such excuse be withheld. 

_ The repeated absence of Rev. F. G. Maschop from the antes 
| meetings without sufficient excuse, having, according to chap. 
viii § 4 of the constitution, subjected him to the penalty of for- | 
-feiting his right of membership, it was i 

( VIII.) Resolved, That previous to any final action in the case 
of Rey. Mr. Maschop, the President and the Rev. C. F. E. Stohl- — 
man be directed to proceed to Newark, and, after having had an 
interview with him, report the result of their pene at the 
next annual meeting. 

Adjourned. Prayer by Rev. R. Collier. 


Fourts Session.— Tuesday Afternoon, half past 3 o’ clock. 

Prayer by Rev. C. Riemensnyder. Minutes read and approved. 

_ The Examining Committee, to whom had been referred various _ 
applications for licensure and ordination, report that, in conform- 
ity to the instructions of the Ministerium, they had held a theo- 
logical colloquium with Rev. Mr. Mallinson, a minister of the 
Methodist Episcopal church, and also with Rev. Messrs. Knapp 

_ and Collins, who had applied for ordination; also, that they had 

_ examined the followigg applicants for licensure: Messrs. E. H. 
Buehre, W. Wolff, A. Popplow, and D. Stahlschmide; further, 
they made very favorable statements respecting the essays and — 
Sermons submitted by Rey. Messrs. Schroer and Knapp; lastly, — 
they referred to resolution V. of the second Ministerial Session of. 
1849, by virtue of which Rev. C. A. Schroer was permitted to be 


_ ordained at the present annual meeting, as well as F. W. Weis- 
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referred, and on which the members of the committee verbally 


_ rium, as well as the credentials submitted by the SRO, The 


member of this body, and that the Secretary place his name on 


| the constitution of this Ministerium. 


renewed for one year from the present date. 


necessary qualifications for assuming the duties of the gospel 


fine his pastoral labors to his present charge. 

one year from the present date, subject to the condition that he 
place himself under the supervision of Rev. A. Wetzel, and ¢ con 
nod of Pittsburgh, and pastor elect of the Ghent (Columbia co.) 


_ unavoidably prevented from attending this meeting; and, having 
applied for admission as a member of this body, within the bounds 


‘ 


_kotten, who, however, had within the past year been honorably 


dismissed to another Synod, within the bounds ah which he ig 
now laboring. 


_ The report having been anemiek the navenel; cases s to which it 


reported in detail, were successively considered by the Ministe- 


results were as follows: 
(IX.) Resolved, That Rev. M. Mallingon be received as a full 


the roll, as an ordained minister, after he shall have subscribed 
(X.) Resolved, That Rev. Messrs. Knapp vas Collins eg or- 


dained this evening, in addition to Rev. C. A. Schroer. 
(XL ) Resolved, That the license of Rev. E. F. Schlueter be 


—(XIL) Resolved, That E. Hs Buehre receive a license for « one 
year from the present date. _ | 


__ (XIIL) Resolved, That as W. Wolff has not yet pore the 


ministry, no license be granted to him at the present time. __ 

(XIV.) Resolved, That A. Popplow receive a license for one 
year from the present date, subject to the condition that he place 
himself under the supervision of Rev. F. W. Schmidt, and con- 


(XV.) Resolved, That D. Stahlschmidt receive a license for 


fine his pastoral labors to his present charge. 
Rev. J. Rugan, an ordained member of jhe Ev. Lutheran Sy- 


congregation, by letter informed the Ministerium that he had been 


of which he has been called to labor, and transmitted letters of 
honorable dismission from the Pittsburgh Synod, it was . 
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(XVI) Resolved, That thé Secretary place the name of Rev. eas 


4. Rugan on the roll, as a member of this Ministerium. 


Rey. J. Muhlheiser, having removed from the bounds of this 


Synod to Milwaukie, and Rev. J. R. Keiser having assumed the 


pastoral charge of a congregation connected with the Hartwick 


‘Synod, applied for letters of dismission. 


(XVIL) Resolved, That letters of honorable be, at 
their own request, given to Rev. Messrs. Muhlheiser and Keiser, 


4g the President of the Ministerium. 


~The Executive Committee of the Foreign Missionary Society 


presented a commuhication from the North German Missionary 


Society, of a highly interesting character. That society offers to 
place the mission in Rajamundy, India, hitherto sustained by 1. 
under the entire control and care of our Foreign Mi issionary So- 


ciety. It is not far distant from our own mission in India, with 
which the Executive Committee propose to associate it, retain- 


ing at the same time the two missionaries now in Rajamundy, Q 
_ whose pecuniary support by the North German M. Society, un- — 


fortunately | can not be continued, owing to the political convul- 
_ sions in Germany within the last two years. The whole subject 
awakened deep interest in the minds of the members; the breth- 
ren from the Pennsylvania and Maryland Synods assured the 


Executive Committee of their confident expectation ‘that the 


bodies with which they were respectively connected, would 

cheerfully aid in sustaining the pecuniary burden which the a ac= 

ceptance of the offer would i impose; and it was 

(XVIII) Resolved, That it be recommended to the Executf 

| Committee of the Foreign Missionary Society of our church, to 
accept the offer of the North German Mi issionary Society. — 


Rey. Messrs. Waltermire, Collins, Mallinson and Rugan hav- 
ing requested that committees might be appointed t to install them 1 in 
their respective fields of labor, it was at 

(XIX.) Resolved, That the President appoint sock: committees. 


after the adjournment of this body, and inform those who may 
_ be selected, of their appointment. 


Adjourned. Prayer by Dr. Pohlman. 
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Tugspay EVENING, half-past 7 0’ 


This evening Rev. Mr. Harkey delivered a discourse on 1 

Thess. 5: ‘12, 13, suited to the occasion. At the conclusion of 

it, Messrs. E. H. Buehre, A. Popplow, and D. Stahlschm idt, 

arose and having answered the constitutional questions proposed 

to them, publicly received letters of license to preach the Gospel 

and administer the ordinances of God’s house. Afterwards, Rey. 

Messrs. G. S. Collins, A. Schroer, and Knapp, Licentiates, 

also approached the altar, and having answered the constitutional 

questions, were solemnly ordained to the work of the ministry, 

according to the usages of the church. The services were con 

cluded by the President, who, after discharging the duty of return- 

ing thanks to the congregation and citizens generally, for their 
hospitality, pronounced the usual benediction. —_ 

ad certify that the foregoing i is a true record of the proceedings 

of the fifty-fifth Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Mi inisterium 


of the state of New York and adjacent states and countries. 
CHARLES F. SCHAEFFER, Secretary. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT. 


} ‘convened the Ministerium at Churchtown, being persuaded that 
. the interests of the church required it. After the notices had 


been issued, changes took place at Saddle River, which would 
“have rendered the step unnecessary, but too late to enable me 


to retrace it. 


II, On the 19th January last, our young pecther, Ren George 


H. Miller, Assistant Professor at Hartwick Seminary, departed 


_ this life. He had given promise of much usefulness, Fy acre 
a cultivated mind and well-balanced character, sincerely devoted 


__ to the service of the Redeemer. His ing departure directs us 


to cultivate an increased dependence upon the Lord of the harvest, 
as well as a constant readiness to quit the field and be at rest. 


The different items of business commanding your notice will 


be embraced under the following heads: 


MinisTERIAL CHanors. 


Rev. F. W. Weiskotten received from. me, Nes: 1, 1849,.a 
dismission to the Tuscarawas Synod of Ohio, having taken charge 


of acongregation connected with it. Rev. I. R. Keiser relin- 
quished, on the Ist of January, his charge at New Germantown, 


and is now settled at Schoharie. Rev. E. H. Schlueter notified 


me, on the 14th of February, that he had-located himself at 


Poughkeepsie, with flattering prospects of organizing: a German 
congregation in that village. . 


Rev. George Neff removed, on the Ist March, er Saddle 


River to his former charge at Passayunk, near the city of Phila- 
delphia. 


Rev. George S. Collins, of the East Penn. Synod, notified me, 


on the 30th July, that he had accepted a call, dated 1st-April;te-—__ 


New Germantown. 


Rev. Matthew Waltermire, of the Hartwick Synod, having 
succeeded in uniting the congregations at Saddle River and Ra- 


mapo, entered upon the discharge of his duties as their pastor on 


ay I have, upon consultation with a number of the brethren, — 
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“Rev. Wn. B. vacated the church. at Ancram, in April | 
For a few weeks it has been supplied by Rev. Mr. Mallinson, 3 
hitherto of the Methodist Church, who comes highly recommended | 
to this body. 
Rev. C. F. Dennler has recently communicated his resignation | 

ark of the church in Lyons. I would call your attention to the con- 
tents of his letter. 4 
The Church in Ghent has been without a pastor since Ist of 


April. It has been partially supplied by erie brethren. 
Mev. John be of the "the Synod, has been chosen pas. 


Iv. Canpmartss.. 


Rev. Messrs. Knapp, Schroer and ‘Schlueter have all commv- 
nicated with me in the course of the year, and I am gratified to 
hear that they are actively and usefully employed. | 

At the earnest recommendation of Rev. F. W. Schmidt and | 
and Dr. Pohlman, I granted license, on 29th October last, to Mr, | 
Auguste Popplow, who had loc: ted in the vicinity of a large 
body of Germans, where his good character and abilities seemed | 
__ to have presented him as a Providential supply for their destitu- 
tion. 
received fiom Mr. E. H. Bihre, of Wil- 
liamsburgh, L. and Mr, William Wolff, of Jeffersonville, Sul- 
_ jivan county, [ referred them to those members of the Examining 
Committee in the of New York. Upon their 
report and advice, I granted to the former a license, and to the 
latter authority to preach until the present time. 


V. Cuurcu De DICATIONS. 


<the — the congregation having purchased the Presbyterian 
Church; and refitted it, it was opened with appropriate services 
about the Ist of March. 
_ At Rondout, the church erected by the congregation of Rev. 
Mr. Seibke, was solemnly consecrated on the 9th of June, — 

Though invited on both of these occasions, imperious circum- © 


stances prevented my gratifying the wishes of the brethren, as 
well as my own inclination. _ 


VL Minisreriat. Councn:. 


having convinced the President that Rev. 
may W. Lewis had made himself amenable to discipline, and 

roe e case demanded prompt and decided action, in accordance 

_ with the 5th Ministerial Resolution of the 62d Synod, I convened | 

> a council composed of the following brethren: Rev. Messrs. © 
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Wackerhagen, D. D, Pohlman,-D. D., C. A. Smith, I. C. Day, | 
Charles Martin and C. F. Schaeffer. After a careful examina- 
tion, he was found guilty of conduct grossly immoral, and a_ 
resolution was adopted and published, deposing him from the 
ministry and expelling him from this body. A full minute of all 
the proceedings accompanies this report. aes 


_ Shortly after our last Synod, I received a letter from the off-. 
 eers of St. John’s Church, Newark, asking to be dismissed. In 
my reply, I gave them reasons why their request could not be 
granted, and ought not to be persevered in chine 
~ Between myself and Rev. J. W. Starman, a number of letters 
has been interchanged in reference to the church in Waldoboro’. 
Feeling that the time has come, in which we should take some 
decided step in this matter, | commend it to your serious atten- 
__ Permit me to present you a brief 


VIIL—Rerrospective View or our Cuurcues. 


_ [have gathered the following facts from our printed reports, 

a consideration of which can not be unprofitable. They cover a 

_ space of thirty years, beginning with 1819. At that time the 

whole field of labor occupied by our Ministerium, was supplied © 
with seventeen clergymen, ten of whom have since deceased, 
three connected themselves with other bodies—leaving only four 
still associated with us. These, in the first statistics lam pos- ——- 
sessed of, report 1179 infant baptisms, 270 confirmations, 2773 a : 
communicants, and $48 collections. Twenty years ago the ——- 
Hartwick Synod had its origin, and afterwards the Franckean 

sprung out of it. To form a correct estimate of the progress of — 
our church, in the space of time alluded to, they must be taken 
into our calculations as occupying a part of the original field, I 

have formed the following table from reports of 1849; 


— 


Synods. Ministers |infant Bap.|Confirma’s| Commun. |Coliections. 


NewYork, . . 38 | 1529 | 386 | 7332 | $565 
Hartwick, . ; 23 291 | 206 | 3235 | 367 
Franckean, 18 74 1941 | 
1894 | 662 | 12508. | $1214 


I have excluded from this table all clergymen connected with 
the several Synods laboring beyond our original field, as well as 
‘their reports. In collections there is not embraced the large 
amount given to societies beyond our Synod, or to church build- 

Ings, &c., &c.; and in the N. Y. Synod most of the congrega- 
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Le tions have within 30 years erected parsonages, as well as new 

_ @hufches, or had to remodel old ones; and as our reports are de. 

ficient, we may put down our’ communicant members at about 

20,000. Here is evidence of great and rapid progress, and that 

too with comparatively little effort, especially of a pecuniary na- 

ture. Without stopping to speculate upon the result, had we 

exerted our energies as others have done, there is enough to 

stimulate us to action for the future. 

But this picture is not without its shade, as the inference is too 

plain, that whilst in certain channels there have been great ad- 

vances, in others there has been a retrograde movement. As | 

an illustration, I will state-that in 1819 our infant baptisms @ 

- amounted to 43 per cent of our membership—in 1849 only to 4 

23 per cent, whilst the Hartwick Synod exhibits only 9 per cent, | 

-and the Franckean 4 per cent. Can this ordinance, endeared to | 

= us by all the recollections of the past—uniformly held by our | 
ie) qj ‘church to rest upon-a-solid scripture foundation, and to be in- 
mie : separably connected with the interests of the rising generation, 
as well as of the church, be getting into disuse; have we lost our 
faith in its validity, or what is the true cause of the facts exhibited 

_ Again, in 1819 our reception of members amounted to 10 per @ 

cent of our whole membership, whilst in 1849 it reaches only @ 

64 per cent, the Hartwick Synod 6} per cent, and the Franckean 

Synod less than 4 per cent. Here is a great falling off, and that 

too at a time when the churches are much more regularly sup- 

plied with preaching, and by a very active and efficient ministry. | 

Both of these facts present a problem for our solution, which is @ 
worthy our serious and prayerful examination. The period em- 
braced in these statistics, has been one of much excitement and 

activity in all branches of the Christian Church. In how far the | 

varied measures which have been tried within this period, have | 

tended to this result, or the labor which we have bestowed upon the. 
external interests of the church, or the increased business activity 
consequent upon the progress of internal improvement amongst us, 
may have affected it, 1 am not prepared to say. But we should 
examineit. The mariner, though sailing with a favorable breeze 
: v. and propitious skies, must, to avoid dangerous shoals, often stop 

se and examine his course and his reckoning. So should we, with | 

| _ the responsibilities resting upon us, chartered to convey God’s | 
eternal truth to our fellow men, embrace every favorable oppor- 

tunity of examining and testing the position we occupy. 


[X.—Tue Prospect Berore Us. 


_ Several congregations could be gathered together from the 
population along the Hudson. Thence there has been a contin- q 
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- ued emigration for many years to the western counties, especially 
_ Wayne, where there is now a large body of people, vn to 
_ be gathered into our fold. The large German population of New 
York and Buffalo, as well as that scattered throughout the State, 
presents an almost boundless field for church extension, to which __ 
we have hitherto paid too little attention, and which would re- — 
quire years for us to occupy. 


are We Dome? 


__ Have we candidates enough educating to supply our natural 
decrease by age and death? What church is laboring to educate — 
its own future pastor? Have we a Home Missionary in the field? » 
We have given assistance to feeble churches, and have really by 
our fostering care accomplished wonders. But if we would meet 
the wants of our own people, those born amongst us, as well as 
those coming from the father land, we must move in the educa- — 
_ tion cause; we must replenish our domestic missionary treasury. 
Our effort in India has shown us what we can do. Let us give 
the same energy to all our labors. 
XI.—A Betrer OreanizaTion oF our CHURCHES. 
_ The President has perceived that many of our country charges _ 
have no regular by-laws. Licensed candidates have nothing for — 
_ their guide. Europeans are utterly in the dark as to our system © 
of church regulations. Has not the time arrived when the Min- © 
isterium might recommend a simple system of rules for the man- 
_ agement of Lutheran churches? The advantages would be v 
great, and [ am not aware of any evil likely to result. 
_ We need something, too, to call out a more general expression 
_ of interest in our synodical transactions, Can we be as efficient as 
we ought? Is it possible for our churches to be co-operating with 
us, with a lay representation of perhaps ten, when we ought to 
have thirty. We can not by any discharge our duties 
until the people are found interested in all our movements and 
_ Ihave received several communications not connected with 
our ordinary business, which will be presented in proper order. __ 
__ I would conclude this report by uniting with you in thanks to 
God for the many mercies conferred upon us, and in imploring 


his future guidance and blessing. 
‘WILLIAM D. STROBEL, 
Churchtown, Sept. Ist, 1850. 
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WIDOWS’ FUND REPORT. 


The Trustees of the Widows’ Fund report to the subscribers 
that the number of members who have punctually paid up their 
dues to this date, is the same as at last report; but here since that 
date, the Rev. G. H. Miller having deceased, their remain twern 
ty-two persons interested in the fund. 

The property now consists of the following: 

Bonds and Mortgages bearing an © 


interest of 7 per cent per annum, - - - = | a $3000-00 


Stock in Bowery Insurance ney at cig = = 125-00 


/Btock 3 in Ocean Bank of New York, - = = 1000-00 


412500 


have been received from the Streit legacy. 
The agent for the Hymn Book has rendered no account for 
two years, although repeatedly requested to do so by the Trea- 
surer; it will probably be difficult to make any other arrange 
ment, yet it is desirable that some one should have charge of 
this canis, who feels more interested in our: association, and 
render regular annual accounts. 
"There isan uncollected dividend due. on Fire stock, and a small 
‘amount of interest on S. Van Wart’s mortgage. These two items 
would increase the present funds to about $4150, in addition to 
which the Fire Insurance stock is now worth 50 per cent over 
cost. Thus it appears. that the property of the association has 
increased beyond estimate, and with proper management promi- 
ses to effect the object for which the fund was established. 
_ Thus far there have been no applications for relief. ae 
The term of service of the Rev. W. D. Strobel and Rev. Chas. 
A. Smith ae at this time * 
On behalf of the woard, 


Churchtown, Sept. 2, 1850. 


P. W. ENGS, Sec’y. 


* These gentlemen were unanimously retlected. 
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35 
REPORT ON HARTWICK SEMINARY. 
_ The committee have much pleasure in reporting that the Insti- 
tution is in a flourishing condition; and deserves the confidence 
and support of all the churches. The death of the Rev. G. H. 
Miller, acting Principal of the Seminary, has rendered the past 
ear one of peculiar trial; but the interests of the Institution have 
ja fully sustained by our worthy Professor, the Rev. Dr. Miller, 
and his co-adjutors; and there has been no falling off in the number 
of students, as there have been in attendance during the academi- | 
eal year fifty-eight classical, and eight theological. Atthe annual 
meeting of the board of Trustees the funds were reported in good 
condition; and the Rev. Levi Sternberg was elected as Principal 
of the Institution. This appointment if accepted can not but exert _ 
a favorable influence, and will be regarded by all the friends of 
Hartwick Seminary as an earnest of good things to come. _ 
HENRY N. POHLMAN, 


WM. D. STROBEL, 
C.A.SMITH 


3 >. 
ae 
‘ 
5 
et 
4 | 
: 
3 
: 
j 
She 
3 
j 
4 
i 
‘ 
; 
4 
| Aish 
> 
7 
4 
4 
: 
‘ 
1 
. 
Mee 
4 
a 
4 
4 
; 
. q 
4 
4 
a 
q 
4 
“4 
- 
4 
ay. 


